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forated and popular Earl of Chester, who died in
1232, as well as of two of his predecessors, it was
likely, as Mr. Ormerod conjectures, " to be one of
very frequent occurrence within the walls of Chester
Abbey V The inference therefore seems to be, that
an Ecclesiastic of this abbey, wrho bore the name
of Handle was the author of these Mysteries; and
that as Higden lived nearly contemporaneous with
their first appearance, common fame, in after times,
without duly attending to dates, ascribed them to
him. As the compiler of the Polychronicon, and of
other works, he must then have enjoyed a certain
portion of celebrity; and it also appears from a
note prefixed to one copy of the plays, (Harl. MSS.
No. 2124) that he actually interested himself in their
performance, and " was thrise at Rome, before he
could obtaine leave of the Pope to have them in the
English tongue." From this latter fact Warton
presumes "that all our Mysteries before 1328 were
in Latin, and that these plays have the merit of being
the first English interludes3."

In the proclamation 24th Henry VIII6. Sir Henry

4 Hist, of Cheshire, vol. i. 298. (n.) A most singular specimen
of these plays is given in this valuable work, from the Wrightes
Play " The Salutation and Nativity." The present subject has
been also investigated by Mr. Ormerod, with his accustomed
talent and accuracy; but he admits the difficulty of appropriating
these compositions to any particular writer or period.

s Hist. Eng. Poet. ii. 180, note.

6 " The proclamation for Whitsone Playes, made by Wm Newall,
Clarke of the Pentice, 24 H. 8. Wm Snead 2d year Maior.
[Harl. MS. 2013].

*e For as much as [of] ould tyme not only for ye augmentation
and increes of the holy and catholick faith of our Saviour Jesu
Christ and to exort the minds of comon people to good devotion
and holsome doctrine thereof but also for the comonwelth and
prosperity of this Citty a playe and declaration of divers storyes of
ye bible beginning wth the Creation and fall of Lucifer, and ending
wth the generall judgment of ye world, to be declared and played
in the Whitsonne Weeke was devised and made by one Sr Henry